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SkillsUSA Acronyms

CTSO Related Acronyms

	Acronym
	Represents
	Notes/Website Link

	BPA
	Business Professionals of America
	www.bpa.org 

	CTSO
	Career and Technical Student Organization 
	

	DECA
	An Association of Marketing Students (formerly known as Distributive Education Clubs of America)
	www.deca.org/ 

	FBLA-PBL
	Future Business Leaders of America
	www.fbla-pbl.org/ 

	FCCLA
	Family Career and Community Leaders of America
	www.fcclainc.org/ 

	FFA
	Formerly known as the Future Farmers of America. Now referred to as National FFA
	

	HOSA
	Health Occupations Students of America
	www.ffa.org 

	TSA
	Technology Student Association
	www.tsaweb.org 

	VICA
	Vocational Industrial Clubs of America, Inc. (SkillsUSA’s original name)
	


Internal SkillsUSA Acronyms

	Acronym
	Represents
	Notes/Website Link

	ADM
	Office of Administration and Finance
	

	BPD
	Office of Business Partnerships and Development
	

	CCT
	SkillsUSA’s Customer Care Team
	

	CPS
	College/Postsecondary
	

	CMS
	Conference Management System
	SkillsCMS is the Conference Management System used for state conferences and the NLSC to manage nearly every aspect of the events.  It is a combination of an online registration website (www.skillsusa-register.org) and a Microsoft Access-based database system that is downloaded to a computer for onsite conference management, badging, reporting, scoring and PowerPoint creation.

	COMM
	Office of Communications 
	

	ED
	Office of Executive Director
	

	EDU
	Office of Education
	

	FLC
	Fall Leadership Conference
	

	HS
	High School
	

	ILC
	Instructor-Led Courses
	

	MS
	Middle School
	

	MTS
	Membership Tracking System
	

	NLC
	National Leadership Center
	

	NLSC
	National Leadership & Skills Conference
	

	NET
	National Education Team
	

	NO
	National Officer
	

	NTC
	National Technical Committee
	

	PNO
	Past National Officer
	

	S
	Secondary (high school)
	

	SAD
	State Association Director
	

	SD
	State Director
	

	SLSC
	State Leadership & Skills Conference
	

	TECHSPO
	Technical Exposition 
	Trade show held in conjunction with the NLSC.

	TPP
	Total Participation Plan
	A school-wide membership affiliation plan for high schools and middle schools. A separate Campus affiliation plan is available for College/PS schools.

	WLTI
	Washington Leadership Training Institute
	


SkillsUSA Programs and Assessments

	Acronym
	Represents
	Notes/Website Link

	ALE
	Activate, Leverage and Engage (pre NLSC training conferences for students and teachers)
	www.skillsusa.org/events-training/national-leadership-and-skills-conference/training-opportunities/ 

	CEP
	Chapter Excellence Program
	www.skillsusa.org/programs/chapter-excellence-program/ 

	MOE
	Models of Excellence (pinnacle achievement of CEP)  
	

	PoW
	Program of Work
	www.skillsusa.org/programs/program-of-work/ 

	PVSA
	President’s Volunteer Service Award
	www.skillsusa.org/membership-resources/awards/presidents-volunteer-service-award/ 


Supporting Organizations

	Acronym
	Represents
	Notes/Website Link

	AACC
	American Association of Community Colleges
	www.aacc.nche.edu/ 

	ACTE
	Association for Career and Technical Education
	www.acteonline.org/ 

	Advance CTE
	Formerly NASDCTEc (National Association of State Directors of Career and Technical Education Consortium)
	www.careertech.org/   

	COABE
	Coalition on Adult Basic Education
	www.coabe.org 

	USDE
	U.S. Department of Education
	www.ed.gov 

	DOL
	U.S. Department of Labor
	www.dol.gov 

	NASSP
	National Association of Secondary School Principals
	www.nassp.org 

	NCCER
	National Center for Construction Education and Research
	www.nccer.org 

	NCC-CTSO
	National Coordinating Council for Career and Technical Student Organizations
	www.ctsos.org 

	NOCTI
	National Occupational Competency Testing Institute
	www.nocti.org 

	NTHS
	National Technical Honor Society
	www.nths.org 

	OCTAE
	Office of Career, Technical and Adult Education
	

	PLTW
	Project Lead the Way
	www.pltw.org 


Other Acronyms
	Acronym
	Represents
	Notes/Website Link

	CTE
	Career and Technical Education
	

	DEI
	Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
	

	STEM
	Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
	

	STS
	Skilled and Technical Sciences
	

	T&I
	Trade and Industrial Education
	


9-1-22/Additions are welcome! Send them to Jane Short.

